
Anyoneõs who is involved 

withñor even just pays 

attention toñ

Southwest 

Floridaõs 

construction 

industry has been 

witness to a 

bumpy ride over 

the past decade. 

From the heady 

boom times of the 

early part of the 

century till now, 

when the area is still fighting its 

way out of the slump that 

accompanied 2008õs global 

financial near-meltdown,  

things have been anything but 

settled. 

And itõs that instability that 

caused a lot of seemingly solid 

members of the local 

construction industry to go 

under. Because of things they 

couldnõt controlñand, 

sometimes, an inability to 

properly control the things 

they couldñmany area 

contractors were forced to 

close their doors. 

The situation has 

been especially dire 

for specialty 

contractors; the 

local roofing 

industry has seen 

some once-major 

players stumble 

and fall by the 

wayside. 

But Gulf Western 

Roofing has withstood the 

storm.  

While we of course had to 

tighten our belts like everyone 

else as the economy soured, we 

nonetheless managed to avoid 

massive layoffs and cutbacks. 

In fact, we never had to close 

down for budgetary reasons. 

Not even for a single day. 

Weõre very proud of that. 

Gulf Western Roofingõs 

financial strength and stability 

are unmatched in our industry, 

thanks to a conservative and 

GWRõs Financial Strength: Your Best Ally 

 Gulf Western Roofing is 

pleased to announce that we 

have partnered with FPL to 

provide financing to qualified 

buyers who wish to purchase 

roofs using certain specific 

roofing products. 

If youõre interested in 

finding out more about this 

unique program,  contact your 

Gulf Western Roofing sales 

representative, or give us a call 

at (239) 949-9200. 

FPL Financing Now Available 

disciplined long-term approach 

to managing our business. And 

that approach has earned us 

one of the strongest balance 

sheets in Southwest Florida. 

Our philosophy has always 

been that business is a 

marathon, not a 100-meter 

sprint. We approach new 

opportunities by always placing 

a higher value on their long-

term impact than on any 

potential short-term gain. And 

this isnõt just something our 

management team lives by; this 

approach plays out everyday 

across our company in the care 

and discipline our local teams 

bring to using resources and 

managing operations, and in 

the high quality of service each 

and every member of our team 

provides. 

If you want the peace of 

mind that comes from 

knowing your contractor will 

be around through good times 

and bad, please call Gulf 

Western Roofing for your 

next roofing project. 
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Here are some of the many 
roofing-related services 

offered by Gulf Western 
Roofing: 

¶ New Construction 

¶ Replacement Roofs 

¶ Roof Repairs (Major & 

Minor) 

¶ Roof Inspections 

¶ Roof Maintenance 

Programs 

¶ Clay & Concrete Tile 

¶ Metal Roofing 

¶ Flat & Built-Up Roof 

(BUR) Systems 

¶ Modified Roof Systems 

¶ Dimensional & 3-Tab 

Shingles (where allowed by code) 

Please contact us for these or 

any other roofing needs you may 

have. 
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Hurricane season runs from June 

through November, a time that keeps 

many Floridians on edge. So with about a 

third of this yearõs hurricane season 

behind us, where do things stand? And 

what can we expect? 

As of this writing, there have been five 

named storms. Though thatõs above 

average, none of the storms have been 

hurricanes, and landfalls have been few, 

so damage has been minimal. 

Thatõs the good news. 

The not so-good news is that the bulk 

of the season remains, including the 

statistical òpeakó of activity, which comes 

around the middle of September. 

On August 4, the National Oceanic & 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 

revised its forecast for the season, which 

calls for us to see the formation of an 

additional 11 or 12 named storms, eight or 

nine of which are expected to become 

hurricanes. 

Those 

predictions are 

pretty much in 

line with what 

other forecasters 

have said, meaning 

that if theyõre 

correct, thereõs 

much action yet to 

come. 

Of course, 

forecasters canõt say 

at all where these 

storms may end up; 

they may all make 

landfall, or they may 

all curve harmlessly 

out to sea. And itõs 

that unpredictability 

that makes being 

prepared for any eventuality so important. 

As a professional roofing company with 

long experience in Florida, we at Gulf 

Western Roofing have been through the 

approach of many 

storms, and weõve 

seen what hurricane 

winds and rain can 

do to a building 

under construction. 

With that in mind, 

we developed our 

unique and 

proprietary 

Hurricane 

Response Plan, 

which outlines the 

precise steps we 

will take when a 

storm seems likely 

to affect our 

construction area. 

This plan can 

give you the peace 

of mind that comes from knowing what 

weõll do and when weõll do it. 

To download a copy, please visit 

www.GulfWesternRoofing.com/HRP 

Hurricane Season 2011 Update 

If youõre like a lot of people, you may 

consider yourself fairly handy around the 

house. If a door hinge is loose, you grab a 

screwdriver and tighten it. If a faucet 

starts leaking, itõs no problem for you to 

run to the home improvement store, pick 

up a new washer and 

install it. 

But handy as you are, 

should you attempt to fix 

a roof problem on your 

own to save money? 

The answer is easy: 

definitely not. 

The first reason is safety. According to 

the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, roofing 

leads all construction trades in numbers 

of job-related injuries and deaths.  

Falls are, of course, the cause of the 

most severe roof-related injuries, both 

falls from the roof and falls from the 

ladder used to get on the roof.  

Itõs easy to see why: a roof is a 

treacherous place. Itõs high and itõs steep, 

and itõs often covered with dust or moisture 

that makes for even more perilous footing. 

And when falling from a roof, there are 

many things to land on besides just grass-

covered ground: driveways, 

cars, air conditioning units, 

fences, etc.  

Despite using safety 

equipment, following strict anti

-fall procedures, and being 

constantly trained, professional 

roofers still can and do suffer 

serious injuries and deaths 

from falls. Since you likely donõt have those 

advantages, should you really be up on your 

roof? 

A second reason not to try your own 

roofing work is because of the importance 

of doing the job right. 

Not all DIY home repairs carry the same 

risks. If you improperly tighten that hinge 

we spoke of earlier, the worst that can 

happen is your door may not close all 

the way. If you install that faucet washer 

the wrong way, water may continue to 

drip. 

But thereõs much more riding on a 

roof repair. 

An improperly performed roof repair 

can, at the very least, allow rainwater to 

penetrate into your home. This can in 

turn lead to hugely expensive damage to 

ceilings, walls, floors, and your 

belongings. And at worst, actual 

structural damage may result, possibly 

necessitating the rebuilding of entire 

areas of your home. 

For these reasons, and more, you 

should never attempt your own roof 

repairs. Gulf Western Roofingõs roof 

mechanics are highly trained and 

experienced in both safety and repair 

work. Please save yourself a headacheñ

or far worseñand call us instead. 

Do Not DIY: Leave Roof  Repairs to the Pros 



Brookdale Senior Nursing Facility, 

The Villages, FL 

The 51,363 square foot Brookdale 

Senior Nursing Facility is one portion of 

Brookdaleõs comprehensive, ultra-modern 

senior living facility at The Villages, FL. 

The job primarily consisted of several 

large flat roof areas. However, there were 

numerous other aspects of the contract 

that made the project unique. 

òThe job was a challenging one,ó says 

Mike Wheatley, Manager of Field 

Operations for Gulf Western Roofing. 

òIn addition to waterproofing the large 

flat deck, we were also required to install 

cement tile, standing-seam metal, and 

even interior asphalt shingles.ó 

The flat roofing areas were covered 

with lightweight insulated concrete and 

engineered tapered insulating foam. Atop 

this was Sopremaõs mechanically-attached 

roof system.  

The tile roof components were 

waterproofed with Monier-Lifetileõs 

waterproofing underlayment, to which 

was attached Hansonõs Antigua tile. 

Interior roofs were covered with 

Owen-Corningõs asphalt shingles in a 

variety of colors. 

òThe project required a lot of our 

skills,ó Wheatley added. òBut in the end 

both the owner and the contractor were 

pleased with the results, so we couldnõt be 

happier ourselves.ó 

Project Spotlight: Brookdale Senior Living Facility 

Workers applying Cellucrete lightweight 

insulating concrete atop the structural metal 

decking 

The Brookdale Senior Nursing Facility. The Villages, FL 

Workers applying finishing touches to the 

Cellucrete lightweight insulating concrete 

The Soprema base sheet has been 

mechanically fastened to the custom-

engineered tapered insulation 

The concrete tile awaits installation atop the 

roof over the main entrance 

Project: Brookdale Senior Nursing Facility, The Villages, FL 

Owner: Brookdale Senior Living, Inc., Brentwood, TN. 

General contractor: T.W. Frierson Contractor, Inc., Nashville, TN. 

Architect of record: Earl Swensson Associates, Inc., Nashville, TN 

The complete interior showing asphalt 

shingles over interior roofs 



Gulf  Western Roofing is the premier 

full-service roofer in Southwest Florida. 

Weõve been the areaõs leading 

residential and commercial roofer for 

more than a decade, and hundreds of  

customers have put their faith and trust 

in us during that time. Talk to us now 

about how we can put our experience 

and reputation to work for you! 

28411 Race Track Road 

Bonita Springs, FL 34135 

239.949.9200 

239.949.9211 (Fax) 
 

www.GulfWesternRoofing.com 

Whatõs your position at GWR? 

Purchasing Manager 

Where are you from? 

I was born in Indianapolis, 

Indiana, and Iõve lived in 

Florida for 16 years now. 

Whatõs your history in 

and involvement with the 

roofing industry? 

My job here at Gulf 

Western Roofing was my 

first and only job ever in the 

construction industry. 

How do you relax? 

My favorite thing to do is 

watch professional football, 

particularly Pittsburgh. (Go Steelers!) I 

also enjoy baking, fishing, walking, riding 

rollercoasters, and enjoying Floridaõs 

beautiful sunsets. And Iõm really getting 

into learning about and trying all 

different varieties of great wines. 

If youõre a vendor / supplier of any of 

the numerous roofing products Gulf 

Western Roofing 

uses, the odds are 

very good that youõve 

been in contact with 

the companyõs long-

time Purchasing 

Manager, Kim 

Hilson. 

As leader of the 

Purchasing 

Department, Kimõs 

primary job is to 

find, negotiate for, 

and acquire the 

highest-quality 

materials at the 

lowest possible 

purchase costñno easy task in todayõs 

turbulent economy. She works closely 

with our Field Operations staff to ensure 

those materials are delivered where and 

when they need to be. 

Whatõs your philosophy in life? In 

business? 

In both my personal life and in 

business, I try my very best to be ethical 

in all my dealings. No matter whether 

Iõm interacting with family, friends, co-

workers, or customers, I always do my 

best to do things morally. Iõm a huge 

believer in the Golden Rule. 

Getting to know: Kim Hilson, Purchasing Manager 

This is a QR Code containing 

a link to our website. To use 

it, simply start your camera 

phoneõs QR reader 

application, then aim the 

camera at it. Youõll be taken 

directly to our website. 

Remember that you can always find current 

and past issues of Gulf Western 

Roofingõs Rooflines newsletter on our 

website at: 

http://www.GulfWesternRoofing.com/

_content/aboutus/newsletter 

(PDF format; Adobeõs Acrobat Reader 

required) 


